[Spinal cord compression as the presenting form of non-Hodgkin's lymphoma].
Spinal cord compression as first presentation of non-Hodgkin's lymphoma (NHL) is an uncommon event. Diagnosis of NHL usually is performed on a laminectomy specimen. Spinal cord compression has been reported in 5% of patients with solid tumors. Although this clinical picture has been considered as very unusual among NHL patients, some series regarding descompresive laminectomy indicate that NHL was the underlying cause in 15% of these cases. We report two cases of patients with NHL who presented paraparesia secondary to spinal cord compression due to lymphomatous mass in the epidural region which was showed by magnetic resonance imaging. The emergency laminectomy and treatment with chemotherapy allowed the clinical recuperation of both patients.